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VIERA BOMBOVA

narodila sa 14. aprila 1932 v Buclovianoch pri Bardejove. V rokoch
19501956 Studovala na Vysoke] Skole vytvarnych umeni v Bratislave
v oddeleni volnej a ilustracnej grafiky u prof. V. Hloznika. Venuje sa
yolne] grafike a ilustracil, za kiort ziskala rad oceneni a vyznamenani
Zije v Bratislave.

Ceny za grafickil a ilustragnd tvorbu:

1964 — cena Frana Krala za ilustracie Ivkova Biela mat
1965 — Cestné uznanie v sitazi Najkrajsie knihy roka za ilustrécie
knihy Obrova stupaj
1966 — cena SUKK za nus\racue ku knihe Sudy Katarinka v sitazi
Najkrajsie kniny ro
1967 — Zlaté jablko BIB za {Sustrcie ko krihe Obrova stupaj
Cestne uznanie v sutazi Najkrajsie kniny roka za ilustracie
knihy Kamenné kanoe
1968 — cena Cypriana Majernika
— cena vydavatelstva Smena
1969 — Zlaté jablko BIB za ilustracie ku knine Janko Gondasik
a zlata pani
— cena SUKK za ilustricie ku knihe Janko Gondésik 2 zlata
pani v sutai Najkrajsie knihy ol
1970 — $tétna cena Kiementa Gottwalda
— L cena Medzinirodnoj vystavy knin v Moskve za lusiricie
knihy Janko Gondasik a zlata pan
__ Costhe vznanie v sitasi Naikraie kniny roka za ilustricie
knihy Manituov dar
— cena vydavatelstva Smena
1971 — strieborna meaaua re8AW Hpshu zailustrécie kniny Janko
Gondasik a zlata
cena vydavate\slva Vel leta za iustricie ku knihe Povest
0 krasnej Asms
Sosing wwnanie v sita%i Najkrasie kniny roka 22 ustrécie
ku knihe Popolvar a Povest o krasnej
1672 — Gosiné uznane na 1BA v Lipeku 7a lusiradie ku knine Po-
vest 0 krasnej ASme
1973 — Cestné uznanie SUKK za ilustracie ku knine Rozpravky
2 neftlovyeh hor v sutazi Najkrajsie knihy roka
1974 — cena Frana Kra
— zapis na T aing fstinu H. Ch. Andersena
1977 — strieborna medaila na IBA v Lipsku za ilustracie ku knihe
Povest o krasnej Asme
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Viera Bombova svojim vytvarnym dielom a umeleckou vypovedou
sa zaradila do linie-lyrického a imaginativneho prejavu. Jej ilustradna
tvorba ma osobitd atmostéru, vnitorne nezavisli na literarnej predio-
he a smeruje k volnému vytvarnému pretimogeniu obsahu. V obra-
zoch neuplatiiuje dejové situacie, ale bohatstvo fantazie v tvarovej
skiadbe, v kompozicil, v dekorativnych a poetickych prvkoch. Jej vy-
tvarna interpretacia sleduje predovsekym snahu vyjadrit a navodit at-
mosféru literarneho diela

Taziskovym zanrovym okruhom ilustrécit Viery Bombovej je roz-
pravka, ludova slovesnost vobec. Autorka uz vo svojich prvych ilu-
straciach ku kninam Janko Pipora (1966) a suay Katarinka (1966) sa
obracia k predmetom [udového umenia: k vysivke, rezbe na dreve,
malbe n  teito inSpiracil ju determinovalo prostredie v Korom
vyrastala — vidiecke zvyky, blizkost prirody, farebné kroje, fantazia
Zipiek, ornamenty Tudového nabytku i vychodoslovenske ikony. Tieto
hiboko precitené a ulozené spomienky sa Bombovej vracajd ako pe-
stré vidiny, my3lienky a podnety, ktoré v neopakovatelnych podobach
spracovala v mnozstve ilustracii.

Viera Bombova svoj vytvarny vyraz najplodnejsie rozvinula v ilu-
straciach K zbierke rozpravok Sama Czambela Janko Gondasik a zla-
ta pani (1969), za ktore ziskala Zlaté jablko BIB ‘69. Bombova tvorivo
pracuje technikou voskového pastelu. Do farebnej plochy radi volne
Stylizované postavy a predmety a Skrabanou kresbou rozvija v nich
vyplf s bohatymi
rozpravok Popolvar (1971) je podnetnost mnohotvarneho vyuzitia fu-
dového dekoru este Sirsia. llustratorke sa vybavuje aj &aro batiky, ap-
likacie, modrotlace, medovnikovych foriem a malovanej keramiky.

Nielen slovenske ludové rozpravky, ktorym Viera Bombova dala
osobity lyricky obraz, ale & pribehy a rozpravky zo vzdialenych krajin
nasli v nej citlivi ilustratorku. SG to ilustracie K indianskym rozprav-
kam Manituov dar (1970), Kamenné kanoe (1967), polynézske Roz-
pravky 2 nefritovych hor (1973), starocinske povesti Povest o krasnej

e (1971), zimné rozpravky europskych krajin Tulenia princezna
(w974) filipinske rozpravky Carodejny strom (1975) a vietnamské
rozpravky Sedem Zelani (1985). V tychto ilustraciach dokazala Bom-
bova Stylizaciou a koloritom vyjadrit neznamy svet, v znakove| sklad-
be postihnit situaciu a prostredie deja. Jej prejav tu smeruje k vacsej
abstrakcii figuralnych tvarov a k zviastnej dekorativne komponovane]
typoldgi. Farebn; Skelu podriaduje povahe literameho diela, jeho ov-
2zdusiu a narodnému svojraz

Viera Bombova priniesia v kazde knihe nové hodnoty a vyrazovs
moznosti. Z jej obrazov vyzaruje osobita poetika, dosahovana maj-
strovkym narabanim s farbou a s ornamentainou kresbou. V rozprav-
kovyen ilustracidch vytvorila mySlienkovo podnetny obraz, ktory roz-
vija fantéziu miadého Gitatela a obohacuje ho o umelecké zazitky.

Doraz pritomnej vystavy sa kladie aj na zverejnenie grafickej tvorby
Viery Bombovej. Uzky vyber volnych grafickych listov dokazuje, ze
medzi obidvomi zlozkami jej vytvarmej tvorby st vzajomné sivislosti a
vztahy, ze vysledky hiadania vytvarného vyrazu sa zakonite objavili v
ilustracii i vo volne] grafike.

K formovaniu slovenske] grafey prispela Bombova osobitym nézo-
rovym pristupom. V technikich leptu, Suchel hiy & akvatity torvo
fozvila zékiadng hodnoty svojho ilustra-

rského diela. v grafike este prehibila lyricko-poeticky akcent a v
Kamrapunk(e s bielou plochou necha zazniet prednosti brilantne ve-
denej linie. Jej grafické diela zddrazfuju individuaine pofiatd figuralnu
alebo krajinarsku tématiku 5o silnym folkiormym prizvukom. V pésobi-
vom uplatfiovani ornamentalnych prvkov je potvrdena autorkina zvia-
zanost s ingpiracnymi zdrojmi ludového umenia.

llustratorske a grafické dielo Viery Bombovej, inspirované mnoho-
tvarmostou ‘Tudového prejavu, SGstredené na znakovo-symbolicks

kr linie, Struktiru mate-
rialu a farebny vyraz, prezentuje polohu poeticke] imaginacie a deko-
rativneno lyrizmu a zastava pevné miesto v kontexte nasho sigasné-
ho umenia
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Viera Bombova joined with her work and her artistic statement the line
of lyrical and imaginative expression. Her illustrations emanate a spe-
cial atmosphere, intrinsicaly independent on the iterary original and
incline toward a free plastic interpretation of its content. Rather than
featuring the situations of the plot in her pictures, she displays the
wealth of her imagination in the structure of shapes, in the compositi-
on and in decorative and poetic elements. Her artistic interpretation
pursues especilly the oojective of expressing and conveying the al-
mosphere of the literat

Bt the basic genre for the lustrations of Viera Bombova is the ai-
rytale, ok terary production n general. The rts s atracied by olk

— embroidery, wood carving, glass painting — alreag

her first illustrations to the books "Janko Pipora” (1966) and " Sudy
Katarinka” (1966). She has derived inspiration from these sources
because of the setting in which she was raised herself — rural cus-
toms, vicinity of nature, colour of costumes, imagination of lace, orna-
ments on folk furniure, as el as east Slovak cons, These deeply
to Bombova as
richly varied daydreams‘ ideas and stimuli which she treated in in-
comparable modifications in a number of illustrations.

Viera Bombova developed her artistic expression the most fruitfully
in her ilustraions to he callecton of fify-tales by Samo Czambel

Gondasik and the Golden Lady" (1969) for which she has be-
en awarded Golden BIB '69. Bombova makes a creative use of the
technique of wax pastel and scratchy drawing. She arranges freely
stylized figures and objects into the coloured areas, using scratchy
drawing to fill them up with rich decorative elements. In the illustrati-
ons to Slovak fairy-tales "Popolvar” (1971), the inventiveness of mi
tifaceted use of the folk decor is even wider. The illustrator also conju-
res up the charm of batik, application, blue print, gingerbread moulds,
and painted ceramics

t only Slovak folk tales which Viera Bombova endowed with a
special lyrical touch, but also tales and stories from distant countries
found in her a sensitive illustrator, such as illustrations to Indian tales
*Manitou's Gift” (1970), "The Stone Canoe" (1973), old Chinese le-
gends "The Legend of Beautiful ASma” (1971), winfer tales of Euro-
pean countries “ The Seal Princess" (1974), Philipino tales "The Ma-
gic Tree" (1975) and Vietnamese tales *Seven Wishes" (1985). In
fhese illustrations, Bombova succeded in expressing the unknown
world with stylization and colours, in grasping the situation and envi-
ronment of the story with symbolic composition. Her expression le-
ads toward more abstraction of figural shapes and toward a special,
decoratively composed, typology. She subjects the colour scale to
the nature of the literary work, its climate and national character.

Viera Bombova brought new values and means of expression in
each of her book illustrations. Her pictures radiate a special poetic
quality, attained through masterly handling of colour and ornamental
drawing. In her fairy-tale illustrations she conveyed a picture rich in
ideas, developing imagination of the young reader and enriching him
with new artistic experience.

The present exhibition also places stress on the presentation of
Bombova's graphic production. The narrow selection of her free grap-
hic sheets documents interrelationships and ties between the two
components of her artistic production and the fact that her search for
artistic expression found its inevitable repercussions in her ilkistrati-
ons and free prints.

Bombova contributed to the formation of Slovak graphic art through
her special approach. Using the techniques of etching, dry point or
aquatint, she creatively developed basic ideaological values of her
outstanding illustrations. In graphic arts she further deepened the lyri-
cal and postic accent and in the counterpoint to the white area she let
the brilliantly led fine to show its advantages. Her graphic works en-
hance- the individually conceived figural or landscape themes with
strong folkloristic accent. The impressive use of ornamental elements
attests to the author's closeness to the inspirative sources of folk art.

Hustrations and prints of Viera Bombova, inspired by the diversity

signs_and

sy'nbo\s ornamental character of drawing, uniqueness of line, struc-

ture of material and colour expression, represent the plane of poetic

imagination and decorative lyrism and occupy a firm place in the con-
text of our contemporary art.

Gita Kordosova

VIERA BOMBOVA

was born on April 14, 1932 at Bucloviany near Bardejov. In 1950-1956
studied under Prof. V. Hloznik at the department of free graphics and
illustrations, Bratislava College of Fine Arts. Author of prints and illu-
strations, she has been awarded a number of prizes and distinctions.
The artist lives in Bratislava.

Prizes for graphic works and illustrations.

1964 — Frafio Kral Prize for illustrations of "Ivko's White Mother’

1965 — honourable mention in the competition The Most Beautiful
Books of the Year, for iluustrations of "The Giant's Foot-

print”

1966 — prize of the Slovak Centre of Book Art for illustrations of
"Sudy Katar nka” in the competition The Most Beautiful
Books of the Year

1967 — BIB Golden App\e for illustrations of "The Giant's Foot-

— honourable mention in the competition The Most Beautiful
Books of the Year for illustrations of “The Stone Canoe”
1968 — Cyprian Majernik Prize
prize of the "Smena” publishing house
1969 — BIB Golden Apple for rllustm ions of the book "Janko Gon-
dasik and the Golden
— Prize of the Siovak Gonire of Book art for lustrations of
"Janko Gondasik and the Golden Lady" in the competition
The Most Beautiful Books of the Year
1970 — Klement Gottwald State Prize
1st prize at the International Book Exhibition in Moscow
for illustrations of "Janko Gond: and the Golden Lady”
— honourable mention in the competition The Most Beautiful
Books of the Year for illustrations of " Mam tou's Gift”
— prize of the "Smena” publishing hou
1971 — silver medal at the IBA in Le\pzlg for llustrations of “Janko
Gondasik and the Golden Lady'
— prize of the "Miadé leta” pubhshmg house for illustrations
of "The Legend of Beautiful ASm:
— honourable mention in the comueimon The Most Beautiful
Books of the Year for lHuSlral\ons of "Popolvar” and "The
Legend of Beautiful ASma”
1672 — honaurable mention at the 1E!A i Leipzig for illustrations
of "The Legend of Beautiful
1873 — honourable menton of the Slovak Centre of Book Art for
illustrations of "Tales from the Nephrite Mountains" in the
competition The Most Beautiful Books of the Year
1974 — Frafio Kral Prize
— entry on the H. Ch. Andersen honour list
1977 — silver medal at the IBA in Leipzig for illustrations of "The
Legend of Beautiul ASma
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