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Etymoldgia a koren latinského slova ,lux“ znamenad svetlo - trblietavé, alebo qj
sloveso ,illustrare* znamena rozsvietit — objasnif. Tento vyraz sa pévodne tykal
~iskrenia" stredovekych iluminacii, ktoré boli bohato ozZivené jasnymi, Ziarivymi
farbami a trblietavym zlatom. Ak si pojem vyloZime a pochopime ho SirSie -
v zmysle osvietenia nasej duse, nasej predstavivosti a co najjemnejsieho
obrazového stvdarnenia, az vtedy nadobuda ilustracia svoj presny a uceleny
vyznam. Vzdy to bolo mystické, nepolapitelné a zaujimavé a maijstri miniator
boli prirovhavani k alchymistom a vyslancom diabla. Dnes sa, samozrejme, ludia
neboja ilustratorov, a ti svoj kresliarsky pocin nepovazuju za nebezpecny, no
vnimavost ilustratorov a magicky svet, ktory vytvaraju, ich stale zaujima
a pridava na zvedavosti. Hoci prva Ovaha o interpretdacii a mieste, ktoré
ilustrdcia ma vo svete vytvarného umenia je zaujimavd a je jasna. O to
vhnimavejsie vSak vidime nejasnU hranicu medzi umeleckostou a Uzitkovostou,
ktoru ilustracia ako takda zaberd. Nasla si svoje miesto a pohodlne sa usadila
medzi cistym umenim a komerénym vyuzitim. llustrator, ktory jednym okom
sleduje trh a potreby odvetvia a druhym hlfadi na seba, objavuje, skima
a vytvara intimny svet charakteru, prostredia a atmosféry. llustracia bola
vytrhnuta zo strdnok pergamenu a papiera a najdeme ju na stenach v uliciach,
na bilboardoch, siltovkach, trickach a v mobilnych telefonoch. Vkradla sa do
nasich zZivotov ako vineta a teraz ju akceptujeme ako nenahraditelnt formu
komunikdacie - podobne ako emotikony, ndlepky ¢i gify. llustracia sa dostala na
piedestdl vizualnych komunikdcii, no ako vidy, zachovala si nevtieravost,
intfimitu a prehladnost. Takze tak, ako sa to v nazve leskne a trbliece, tak qj
osvetluje cesty komunikacie, interakcie, emocii a spirituality.

Na zaciatku bolo slovo - povedal Boh... a za tym slovom iskrivo sa trblietajica
miniatira.

Boris Kuzmanovic

Borges v jednej zo svojich vecnych a zdanlivo nedokoncenych alchymistickych
bdsni povedal, ze niekde tam vonku skutocne existuje vtdk, ktory mdze byt na
dvoch miestach sucasne... Svojimi metaforami vysvetluje univerzdlnu otdzku
existencie, duchovného zivota a vyznam kazdej bytosti pri realizdcii jej vlastného
UCelu. Metafora, ktoru Borges pouziva, mi neodolatelne pripomina povolanie
lustratora. Mozno viacvyznamovost tohto vyjadrenia svedcZi o alchymii a bohatosfi
nasho ilustratorskeho povolania. Pre Junga a Fromma je predstavivost suhrnom
myslienok, skusenosti a spomienok, obohatenych o slobodnu volu. Jung veril, ze ak
chceme zhromazdit svoje myslienky vo fyzicke] dimenzii, ani milion Mliecnych drdah
by nestacilo na to, aby sme ich vsetky pojali. Existuje nieCo silnejSie ako vytvdaranie
obrazu a tym formovanie vnimania reality druhymie Previest Citatela cez dimenziu
vizudlu, do vnutornych svetov imagindacie, ako ich vidime, vo vsetkych tych
neskutocnych farbdch, ked pred spanim zavrieme oci. Citanie dobrej ilustrovane;
knihy je oddychom od gyCa, vzburou protfi nevkusu a ignorancii, kuskom ticha
v dnesne] dobe kakofdonie. Dobrd kniha je nasSou priehradou proti zaplave
bezcenneého obsahu zo socidlnych sieti. Warhol priviedol konzumné umenie na
pokraj industrialnej éry a ukdazal, ze vplyv jeho prace pochddza prave z jednoduche]
potreby bezného postmoderného Cloveka. Svojou kreativitou umoznil kazdému,
nielen v knihe L. Carrola Alica v krajine zdzrakov, ziskat od spolo€nosti povolenie
Citat obrdzok bez textu a obdivovat ho ako najmocnejsie bozstvo.

Tak ako sa vsetko dobré deje pri stole, kde je dost miesta na pdr skicarov a par
ceruziek, tak sa tato skupina jednotlivcov a nadsencov po prvy raz zisSla na terase
Mariny Veselinovi¢ s domdacim jedlom na stole. PInd dojmov z neddavnej navstevy
Pariza som si sadla a obdivovala: kolko krasnych veci vznikd pred mojimi ocami
U Maji Zvrljosveske] a ako rychlo linie Darka Grkinica formuju postavu, scénu,
kompoziciu... NeskutoCné. Akoby som desaf rokov nerobila ilustraciu a ako keby
som od pdtndstich nekreslila kazdy den... Jednoducho ma fascinovala ich
schopnost tvorit a rozpravat o nieCom uplne inom. Vymena energie pocas toho
majového popoludnia v roku 2018 ndm vnukla ndpad (podobny ndpadom,
s ktorymi uz prisli mnohi ilustratori po celom svete): kazdy mesiac sa stretheme
v centre Belehradu, aby sme si spolu kreslili. S kavou!l Ked sme zdruzenie v roku 2022
formdlne zakladali, zavolal mi jeden mlady kolega, ktory mal zaujem staf sa Clenom,
a opytal sa, aké su vyhody Clenstva, pretoze ta spolocnd kava sa mu zdalo madlo.
Moja odpoved po telefone bola: Nic! Rozhovor bol kratky. Ako opradvnend osoba
neponukam vyhody a sluzby ako ziskové profesijné zdruzenia. Prekvapilo ma, ze
taky mlady, Cerstvo po studiu, kde ste museli sStudovat a pracovat na skuskach ako
tim s ostatnymi, nepochopil silu zdielania zivota s ostatnymi. Vdaka lllustrations Date
som spoznala skvelu skupinu ludi. Nezistne si vymiename informdcie o otdzkach
nase] kazdodenne] prdace. Profesiondlne poradenstvo medzi sebou zdielaome
zadarmo (na rozdiel od sveta kurzov a koucingu). Mnohi ziskaju pracu na zaklade
odporucania inych v skupine. Pomahame si, ked'si nie sme sami sebou isti. Stala som
sa fanusickou takmer vsetkého, Co moiji kolegovia za tie roky vytvorili. Motivuje mo
ich postoj k praci, ktoru miluju, étosu a laske k tradicii v domdacom vydavatelstve.
V skutoCnosti to nie je praca, ale zivotny Styl.

Populdrna kultura presadzuje rozmanitost, ale nepoukazuje na vilastnu krasu. UCi nds
urCitym typom spolocenskej tolerancie, ale len niekedy poukazuje na to, ze sloboda
je v spdsobe prejavu bez senzdcie chtivych dbrazov a Zze umenie trva a existuje
dovtedy, kym to niekto potrebuje. Dosiahnuté hodnoty je dnes fazké odlisit od
hromady informdcii — nie je fo vSak nemoziné, a preto existuje organizdcia
llustrations Date. Za tymto ucelom bola pripravend tato kolekcia, ktord nie je
obycajnym kataldgom, ale je dalsim miestom zhromazdovania nasich tvorivych
individualit. Prostrednictvom kolekcie maju autori, profesiondlni a uzitkovi umelci,
moznost prezentovat to, na ¢om v tomto obdobi svojho zivota pracuju. Mnohé
z ilustracii v tejto knihe su Castami nasich suCasnych osobnych projektov. Mnohé
Z mien su uzZ na celosvetovych zoznamoch najlepsich z najlepsich. SU medzi nami
oceneni autori, ale qj lektori odbornych skdl a vysokych skol. A dno, komunita
llustrations Date sa zvAcsuje! Pridu novi mladi giganti fantdzie, ktori sa s Clenmi
najskér hanblivo zvitaju, no coskoro sa vydaju na spoloéné dobrodruzstvo ilustracie,
vdaka rozhovorom nad plnymi pohdarmi a kresliacimi pofrebami na stole a vyskusaju
tU najsladsSiu kavu na svete

Nada Serafimovic
Recenzent: Luka Tilinger
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The etymology and the root of the Latin word "lux" means light — sparkling, or the verb
"illustrare” meaning to illuminate - to clarify. The term primarily referred to the sparkle
of medieval illuminations, which were richly enlivened with bright, vibrant colors and
shimmering gold. If we interpret and understand the term more broadly, in the sense
of illuminating our soul, our imagination and the subtlest pictorial representation,
only then does illustration acquire its precise and comprehensive meaning. It has
always been mystical, elusive and intriguing, and the masters of miniatures have
been compared to alchemists and emissaries of the devil. Today, of course, people
are not afraid of illustrators and they do not claim their act of drawing to be
dangerous act, but the lucidity of illustrators and the magic world they create still
infrigues and adds to the curiosity. Although the first thought about the interpretation
and the place that illustration occupies in the world of visual arts is clear, the more
perceptive we will see the unclear limits of artistry and applicability that illustration
as such occupies. It found its place at an odd angle and seitled comfortably
between pure art and commercial application. The illusirator who follows the market
and needs of the industry with one eye, with the other staring at himself, he
discovers, explores and creates an intimate world of character, ambience and
atmosphere. The illusiration was torn from the pages of vellum and paper and
spread across the street walls, builboards, caps, t-shirts and mobile phones. It
sneaked into our lives like a vignette and now we accept it as anirreplaceable form
of communication like emoticons, stickers or gifs. lllustration has risen to the
pedestal of visual communications, but as it has always been, it has preserved its
unobirusiveness, infimacy and lucidity. So just as it is the one in the name that
sparkles and gives away, so it illuminates the paths of communication, interaction,
emotion and spirituality.

And there would be a word - said God... and next to the word there was a miniature
that sparkled.

Boris Kuzmanovic¢

Borges said in one of his eternal and seemingly unfinished alchemical poems that
somewhere out there, there redlly is a bird that can be Iin two places at the same
time... he explains with his metaphors the universal question of existence, spiritual life
and the meaning of each being in the realization of its own purpose. The metaphor
that Borges uses reminds me irresistibly of the profession of an illustrator. Perhaps the
polyphony of this edition testifies to the alchemy and richness of our illustrator's
vocation. For Jung and Fromm, imagination is a collection of thoughfts, experiences
and memories, enriched by free will. Jung believed that if we wanted to collect our
thoughts in the physical dimension, not even a million Milky Ways would be enough
to accommodate them all. Is there anything more powerful than creating an image
and thereby shape another's perception of reality? To guide the reader through the
dimension of the visual, to the inner worlds of imagination, as we see them, in all
those unreal colors, when we close our eyes before sleep. Reading a good
illustrated book is a break from kitsch, a rebellion against bad taste and ignorance,
a piece of silence in foday's era of cacophony. A good book is our dam against the
flood of worthless content from social networks. Warhol brought consumer art to the
edge of the industrial era, and showed that the impact of his work came precisely
from the simple need from a common postmodern man. With his creativity, he
allowed everyone, not only Carroll's Alice, to get society's permission to read
a picture without fext and admire it as the most powerful deity.

Just as all good things happen at a table where there is enough room for a couple
of sketchpads and a few pencils, so this group of individuals and enthusiasts
gathered for the first time on the terrace of Marina Veselinovi¢, with homemade
food on her table. Full of impressions from my recent visit to Paris, | sat down and
admired: how many beautiful things are created before my eyes in Magja’'s
/vrljosveska and how quickly Darko Grkinic's lines shape the character, the scene,
the composition... Unbelievable. As it | hadn't been doing illustration for ten years,
and as if | hadn't drawn every day since | was fifteen... | was simply fascinated by
their ability to create while talking about something completely different. The
exchange of energy during that May afternoon in 2018 gave us an idea (similar
to the ideas many illustrators around the world have already come up with): we will
meet in the center of Belgrade every month, to draw together. With coffeel When
we formally founded the association in 2022, a young colleague interested in
becoming a member called me to ask what the benefits of membership were,
because that shared coffee did not seem to be enough. My answer on the phone
to that question was: Nothing! The conversation was short. As an authorized person,
| do not offer benefits and services like for-profit professional associations. | was
surprised that such a young person, fresh out of her studies, where you should study
and work for exams as a feam with others, did not understand the power of sharing
life with others. | met a great group of people through lllustration Date. We selflessly
exchange information on the issues of our daily work. We share professional advice
among ourselves for free (in contrast fo the westernized world of courses and life
coaching). Many get jobs through the recommendation of others in the group. We
help each other when we are unsure of ourselves. | became a fan of almost
everything my colleagues created over the years. | am motivated by their attitude
towards the work they love, ethos and love for tradifion in domestic publishing. In
fact, it is not a job but a lifestyle.

Popular culture promotes diversity, but does not point fo the beauty of its own. It
teaches us certain types of social tolerance, but only sometimes points out that
freedom is in the way of expression without sensationalist emphasis and that art lasts
and exists as long as someone needs it. The achieved values are difficult to
distinguish from the pile of information today - but it is not impossible, and that is why
the lllustration Date organization exists. For fthis purpose, this collection was
prepared, which is not an ordinary catalog, but is another gathering place of our
creative individualities. Through the collection, the authors, professional applied
artists, are presented with what they are working on in this period of therr life. Many
of the illustrations in this book are segments of our current personal projects. Many of
the names in this book are already on global best-of-the-best lists. Among us are
award-winning authors, as well as lecturers in professional schools and colleges. And
yves, the lllustration Date community is getting bigger! New young gianfs of
iImagination will arrive, at first shyly greeting the members, but soon they will embark
on a joint adventure of illustration, through conversation with spilled glasses and
drawing utensils on the table and try the sweetest coffee in the world.

Nada Serafimovic
Reviewer: Luka Tilinger



