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The program included a fifteen minutes break and 
a snack that the children thoroughly enjoyed.   
 The 2015 program in the Burj Hammoud 
School was interrupted at the end of July, and be-
cause of changes in personnel in the Syrian-refugee 
national program, the sessions could only restart 
in February 2016 and ended in March. On the last 
day, the teachers and the children cooperated in 
making pizza and some local dishes that everyone 
enjoyed. The head of the project wrote to say that 
it was hard to describe the children’s happiness.
On March 12, a new session began in the school 
with a new group of eighty children, four teachers, 
and a Coordinator. This went through mid-May, 
this time for four hours every Saturday, the day off 
in this school, from 8:00 to 12:00, with a break of 
half an hour and a snack. 
 Julinda Abu Nasr, who is the leader of the project, 
was very present during the sessions and moved from 
one classroom to the next, observing the children’s be-
havior and listening to their trials and tribulations. She 
wrote, “I also observe the performance of the teachers 
who are trying their best to change their authoritarian 
approach to teaching and learn to listen rather than 
talk. At the end of each session, I sit down with the 
teachers and together we evaluate the session. I give 
some of my time to work with individual children who 
need more attention than others.”
 The Ministry of Education sent delegates from 
their Guidance and Counseling office to observe 
and check on our work. They were so pleased with 
the program that they asked if their personnel could 
also be trained in its use. 
 As in previous groups, the children were 
reporting horror stories of experiences they have 
been exposed to of severe violence on them, their 
families, friends, towns, villages, and schools. A new 
trend in children’s behavior was the use of knives to 
hurt others. If knives were not available, they used 
well-sharpened pencils to hit other children with. 
The anger, hate, bitterness, aggression, and anxi-
ety are so apparent and intense in these children’s 
behavior. Fighting over a ball can create a serious 
problem: a few children who are playing ball in a 
group may end up wounded or bruised.
 It is rewarding to learn of the changes in their 
behavior on the playground, in the classroom, and 
even at home. At the beginning, their immediate 
reactions in all situations were to hit, kick, curse, 

use foul language, snatch what they want, or stab 
with a knife or a pencil or any sharp tool they get 
hold of, but after a few sessions, you see a dramatic 
change in their social skills. Parents are reporting 
change in the children’s behavior at home as well. 
The parents are very supportive of the program. 
Although the sessions take place in the children’s 
free time, they insist on coming and the parents 
cooperate in sending them even though there is no 
form of transportation for them. 
 Julinda goes on to say, “There is no doubt in 
my mind that the work we are doing with these 
children is lighting a candle in the dark tunnel they 
have had to cross too early in life. I am sure the love 
they are given, the opportunity to express them-
selves in a variety of means, the possibility of meet-
ing characters in books who set examples of good 
behavior, the privilege of being heard and sympa-
thized with are all saving them from the danger of 
harping the anger and hate in their burdened souls 
that may lead them into crime and misbehavior in 
the future. This program is helping them deal with 
their hate and anger by trying to channel these neg-
ative destructive feelings into more positive venues 
rather than directing it towards self or others.”
 We need to continue this worthwhile project. 
The crisis in Syria is not over, and there is no sign 
that it will be any time soon. These children con-
tinue to flee their homes and continue to have diffi-
culties in returning to their childhood. This project 
shows how careful training and group sessions can 
help them get their emotions and thus their lives 
back.  It is a small project that has potential to grow 
throughout the school system, reaching many more 
children in need. With your support, IBBY will be 
able to continue to fund this work.

Julinda Abu Nasr 
IBBY Lebanon

Iranian illustrators are already familiar with inter-
national illustration exhibitions and have always 
been actively present in the illustration exhibitions 
in the world. However, many of the Iranian artists 
who have participated in these exhibitions multiple 
times and have even won awards are rarely able to 

personally attend them. Therefore, following several 
recent exhibitions of illustrations by Iranian artists 
in European countries and the USA, we decided to 
host some of the international events in Iran so that 
Iranian audiences can attend and benefit from them.
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آثار تصویرگری کتاب کودک
Children’s Books Illustration

Funds sent to 

Lebanon to date:  

USD 45,000

International Illustration Exhibitions in Iran, 
Bologna Children’s Book Fair, and the 

Biennale of Illustrations Bratislava

BOLOGNA-TEHRAN/ISFAHAN

Isfahan-Bologna 
exhibition poster. 
Illustrated by: Roger 
Mello, Designed by: 
���À�â���À}ń��°
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The Bologna-Tehran and the Bologna-Isfahan 
exhibitions were organized in Iran in May 2015, to 
coincide with the Tehran International Book Fair 
(TIBF), and included four international components.

• The Bologna illustration exhibition 2015.
• Works by Roger Mello (Brazil), the winner of the  
 2014 Hans Christian Andersen Award.
• Works by the Iranian artists whose works has been  
 featured in the Bologna illustration exhibition over  
� Ì�i�«>ÃÌ�Ìi��Þi>ÀÃ°�/�iÃi���V�Õ`i�-��ÕÃ�ċµń��ń����
� ­Óään®]��>Ã>��Ƃ�i�>��­ÓääÇ]�Óä£ä]�Óä£Î®]� i`ń��
� Ƃâ����­ÓääÈ®]�->�>À�	>À`ńÞii�­ÓääÈ]�Óää�®]� 
� 	i���ÕÃ��	i�âń`��­ÓääÇ®]�Ƃ���	��â>À��­ÓääÈ]� 
� ÓääÇ®]��>À�>���>À�>���­Óä££®]�Ƃ���Àiâń����`�Õâ�ń� 
� ­Óä£Ó]�Óä£Î®]�<���ń���`ńÞii�­Óä£{®]�Ƃ����� �
� �>Ã>�âń`i��­Óä£{®]��i�`���>À��âń`i��­Óää�®]��
� ,ńÃ������>ÞÀ�i��­ÓääÇ]�Óää�]�Óä££]�Óä£Î®]� 
� ċâń`i���>`>���­ÓääÈ®]�6�`ń�,>Lń���­ÓääÈ®]� 
� *iâ��ń��,>����âń`i�­Óä£Î®]�����>â��>���Õ`�� 
� ­ÓääÇ®]�����Ài���>�Ã�ÕÀ��­Óää�®]����>âń�i�� 
 Marsousi (2013), Narges Mohammadi (2008,  
 2012, 2015), Hasan Mousavi (2013), Fereshteh  
�  >�>w�­Óää�]�Óä£Ó]�Óä£x®]�ƂvÀń� �L>�ńÀ�­Óä£ä®]��
� �>Ìi�i��+ńÃi���­Óä£x®]� �ÕÃ����->vń����Õ� 
 (2009, 2011, 2012), Zahra Sarmashqi (2009), Amir  
� -�>Lń��«�ÕÀ�­ÓääÇ]�Óää�]�Óä£Î®]��>ÀÃ��`�-�>w½i�� 
� ­Óää�®]�-Þ>i`��>â��ń��/>LńÌ>LńÞii�­Óä£Î®]���ÀÌiâń��
� <ń�i`��­ÓääÈ]�Óä£Ó]�Óä£{®°
• The Iranian books that have won different awards  
 and honors at the International Bologna Children’s  
� 	����ƂÜ>À`Ã����Ì�i�«>ÃÌ�wvÌÞ�Þi>ÀÃ°�/�iÃi���V�Õ`i� 
� �>ÀÃ��`��iÃµń��\��À>«��V�*À�âi���iÀ>�`��	���}�>��
� ƂÜ>À`�£�È��v�À�Ì�i�L�����ń���Ã�ń��i���ÕV��Õ��Õ��

� Q/�i���ÌÌ�i�	�>V����Ã�RÆ���ÀÌiâń�
Ã�ń���-���\� 
 Graphic Prize Fiera di Bologna Award 1985 for  
� Ì�i�L����	>À}�ń�Q�i>ÛiÃRÆ�	i�Àń`�Ƃ����->��ńÃÃ�\��
 Graphic Prize Fiera di Bologna Award 1991  
� ­-«iV�>���i�Ì���®�v�À�Ì�i�L������LńÀi� i}ń�������
� Q�����>}>��q/�i��iÌ>�ÃRÆ�	>�Àń����ńiv\� 
 BolognaRagazzi Award / New Horizons Award  
 2003 for the book Hekayat-Nameh [The Anec- 
 dotes]; Shabaviz Publishing House, Bologna-
 Ragazzi Award / New Horizons Award 2004 for  
� >���«À�`ÕVÌ���ÃÆ�ƂvÀń� �L>�ńÀ\�	���}�>,>}>ââ�� 
 Award / New Horizons Award 2006 (Special  
� �i�Ì���®�v�À�Ì�i�L����/ń«]�/ń«]�/ń«Æ�,ńÃ���� 
 Khayrieh: BolognaRagazzi Award / New Horizons  
 Award 2009 (Special Mention) for the book Arang,  
 arang, begou che rang? [Arang, Arang, Tell Me  
� 7�>Ì�
���À¶RÆ���`ń��>``ń`�\�	���}�>,>}>ââ�� 
 Award / New Horizons Award 2010 (Special  
 Mention) for the book Do doust [Two friends]; Ali  
 Boozari: BolognaRagazzi Award / New Horizons  
 Award 2012 (Special Mention) for the book  
� -�i��`ńÀ�i�*i�`ńÀ�Q��ÃÕ�`iÀÃÌ>�`��}R° 
 
The exhibition opened on 8 May 2015 at Qasr  
cultural complex in Tehran, with speeches by  
Roberta Chinni, the Exhibition Manager of the 
BCBF; Ali Boozari, EC member of The Iranian 
Illustrators Society (IIS); and Noushin Ansari, the 
Secretary General of the Children’s Book Council 
of Iran (CBC) and IBBY Iran. Later the exhibition 
moved to the city of Isfahan and on 10 June 2015  
and was shown at the Isfahan Museum of Con- 
temporary Art.

Isfahan-Bratislava 
exhibition poster. 
Deigned by: Golriz 
��À}ń��®

The history of Iran’s cooperation with the BIB goes 
back to the early years of its establishment. Iranian 
illustrators started participating in this international 
event in 1969, when it sent six illustrators. The 
Iranian participation reached its peak between the 
years 2003 and 2007, during which twenty illus-
trators from Iran participated in the competition 
and two attended the UNESCO-Albín Brunovský 
illustration workshop. In addition, for many years, 
Iranian judges have acted as members of the jury. 
Due to political developments, the strong Iranian 
participation was minimalized during the Iraq-Iran 
war between the years 1980 and 1988. During the 
immediate aftermath of the war, no Iranian artist 

BRATISLAVA-TEHRAN/ISFAHAN

could participate in the 1989 Biennale. 
Several Iranian experts were BIB Jury members: 
Farshid Mesqăli (BIB’75), Sirous Tahbăz (BIB’77), 
Noureddin Zarrinkelk (BIB’99), Behzăd Gharib-
pour (BIB’03), Abol-Fazl Hemmati-Ăhouei 
(BIB’05), and Mahnoush Moshiri (BIB’07).
 The Iranian artists who participated in the 
UNESCO-Albín Brunovský illustration workshops 
that are run in cooperation with the BIB are 
Mehrnoush Ma’soumiăn (BIB’89), Nasrin Khosravi 
(BIB’95), Firouze Golmohammadi (BIB’99), Behzăd 
Gharibpour and Farshid Shafi’ei (BIB’01), Pezhmăn 
Rahimizăde (BIB’03), Hodă Haddădi and Ali 
Khosh-Jăm (BIB’05), Mohammad-‘Ali Bani-asadi 

گشایش: دوشنبه ۲۳ آذر ساعت ۱۰/ مـوزه هنـرهای معاصر اصفهـان
زمان: ۲۳آذر- ۲۵دی / موزه هنرهای معـاصر اصفهان

نمایشگاه تصویرسازی براتیسلاوا  ۲۰۱۵
Bratislava illustration exhibition 2015

Visit: 14th  Dec 2015to 15th Jan 2016 

Opening: Monday 14th Dec 2015 at 10/Isfahan Museum of Contemporary Art 
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خيابان استانـداری، موزه هنــرهــای معاصــر اصـفــهان
www.esfahanfarhang.ir

Panel "Iran’s 50 Years at the BIB"
Speakers: Ali Boozari, Ali-Reza Goldouzian, Hoda Haddadi & Sahar Tarhandeh /Monday 14th Dec 2015 at 10

نشست «۵۰ سال با ایران در دوسالانه تصویرگری براتیسلاوا»
سخنرانان: علی بوذری، سحر ترهنده، هدی حدادی و علیرضا گلدوزیان / دوشنبه ۲۳ آذر ساعت ۱۰

and Ali Boozari (BIB’07), Marjăn Vafăiyăn (BIB’09), 
Fariddedin Moulăi and Maysam Mousavi (BIB’11), 
and Aileen Bahmanipour  (BIB’13). 
 The Iranian speakers who took part in the BIB 
symposium were Zohreh Ghăeni (BIB’99), Farshid 
Mesqăli (BIB’01), Behzăd Gharibpour (BIB’03), 
Parnăz Nayeri (BIB’05), Mehrnoosh Moshiri 
(BIB’07), Hamid-Reză Shăhăbădi (BIB’09), Sahar 
Tarhandeh (BIB’11), Ali Boozari (BIB’13 and 
BIB’15), and Zohreh Parirokh (BIB’13). 
 On the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of 
the Biennale of Illustrations Bratislava (BIB), an 
event was hosted by Iran that included the follow-
ing exhibitions:

• The BIB grand prix winners in the previous  
� ÌÜi�ÌÞ�wÛi�	�i��>�iÃ°
• The winners of the eleven main awards of the  
 BIB’15.
• The Iranian participants of the BIB’15 exhibition. 
�  >â>����ƂLńÃ�]���ÌÀń�ƂL`���ń��]����>��>`�¼Ƃ���
� 	>���>Ã>`�]�ƂÌ�i��	�â�À}�-��À>L�]�,iâń��>�Û>�`]�
� Ƃ������`ńÞii]�ƂÌivi���>�i�����Õ]�ƂÌ�i���>À�>â�]� 
� ��`ń���Ì>�i`]�*iâ��ń��,>����âń`i]�*>Þ�ń�� 
� ,>����âń`i�]��>��ń�i�-�>Lń�]� �ÕÃ����->vń� 
� ���Õ]�>�`�<>�Àń�->À�>Ã�µ�°
• The Iranian winners of the BIB in the previous  
� ÌÜi�ÌÞ�wÛi�	�i��>�iÃ°��>ÀÃ��`��iÃµń��]�����À>ÀÞ� 
� �i�Ì����	�	�£�È��v�À�Ì�i�L�����ń���Ã�ń��i� 
 Kouchoulou [The Little Black Fish]; Noureddin  

FOCUS IBBY: NEWS 3/2016 FOCUS IBBY: NEWS 3/2016



B O O K B I R D    92    I B B Y. O R G I B B Y. O R G   93    5 4 . 3 – 2 0 1 6

• Zarrinkelk, BIB Golden Apple 1971 for  
� ���ÕÃÌÀ>Ì���Ã�Ì��Ì�i�L�����>�ń}���ń�Q/�i�VÀ�ÜÃRÆ� 
� 	>��>���ń`��ń�]�	�	����`i��*�>µÕi�£�ÇÎ�v�À� 
� ���ÕÃÌÀ>Ì���Ã�Ì��Ì�i�L����/�Õ�ń�Þii�`>À�µ>v>Ã� 
� QƂ��"ÀÌ��>�����Ì�i�
>}iRÆ��>ÀÃ��`��iÃµń��]�	�	� 
 Golden Apple 1973 for illustrations to the book  
� ċÀ>Ã��i��>�ń�}�À�QċÀ>Ã��Ì�i�	�Ü�>�RÆ� 
� ���>��>`�,iâń��ń`}>À]�	�	����`i��*�>µÕi� 
 1987 for illustrations to the book Yek harf-o-do  
 harf [Letters and Words]; Karim Nasr, BIB Gold-
� i��*�>µÕi�£��£�v�À����ÕÃÌÀ>Ì���Ã�Ì��Ì�i�L����ċL� 
� �iÃ��i��ń���Q7>ÌiÀ��i>�Ã���Ã�RÆ����>À�i� 
 Norouz Publishing House, Honorary mention  
� 	�	½��Æ��ńviâ���ÀńvÌńL�]�	�	����`i��*�>µÕi� 
� ÓääÎ�v�À����ÕÃÌÀ>Ì���Ã�Ì��Ì�i�L���Ã�	ńÞ>`�Li� 
 fekr-e fereshte boud [We must be thinking on  
� Ƃ�}i�R�>�`�
�ÞńÃÆ�Ƃ���Àiâń����`�Õâ�ń�]��À>�`� 
 Prix BIB 2005 for illustrations to the books  
� �i`ń`�i�Ã�Þń��Û>��i`ń`�i�µiÀ�iâ�Q/�i�	�>V�� 
� *i��>�`�Ì�i�7��Ìi�*i�R�>�`���ÕÀ>L�i�Ã�ÕÀń����
� Q���i����Ì�i�Ã�V�RÆ���`ń��>``ń`�]�	�	����`i�� 
 Plaque 2007 for illustrations to the book Agar  
� �>����>�>Lń��L�Õ`>��Q�v���ÜiÀi�>�*���ÌR�>�`�	>â� 
� L>À>��QƂ}>���,>��RÆ��>ÀÃ��`�-�>w½i�]�	�	����`i�� 
 Apple 2007 for illustrations to the books  
� *iÞÛ>�`�>�`�<>ÀL>�Æ�>�`�,ńÃ������i�À�i]�	�	� 

 Golden Apple 2011 for illustrations to the  
 books Agar man Shahrdar boudam [If I were a  
� �ÞiÀR�>�`������ń�Þi�`>ÀÞń�Þi��L�ÌÀ��Àń�Li�Ãń�i�� 
� ńÛ>À`i��>ÃÌ�Q/�i�7>ÛiÃ�LÀ�Õ}�Ì�Ì�i�	�ÌÌ�i�Ì�� 
 the Shore].

This latter exhibition initially opened at Lăleh Art 
Gallery in Tehran on 13 November 2015 and then 
moved to the Museum of Contemporary Arts in 
Isfahan on 14 December 2015. At the same time 
two seminars were organized; the first was on 15 
November at the Author’s meeting room in The 
Book House of Iran when the speakers were Ali 
Boozari, Lili Haeri Yazdi, director of Kiă Literary 
Agency, Mahnoush Moshiri and Sahar Tarhandeh. 
The second meeting was held on 14 December 
2015 at Isfahan’s Museum of Contemporary Arts 
and featured special guests Ali Boozari, Sahar Tar-
handeh, Hodă Haddădi and Ali-reză Goldooziăn.
These exhibitions were held with the supervision 
of the IIS and in collaboration with CBC.

Ali Boozari 
EC member of IIS and member of CBC
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